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Calibra asks
Probing questions
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Probe 16v is Calibra 8v competitor -
Calibra S8v has same engine power yet is faster, better equipped
(eg: electric sunroof) and is three insuranc e groups lower.

Probe’s list price advantage through a 5% dealer
margin is easily countered -

Calibra is better equipped virtually equalling the list price
differential and Vauxhall dealers have more flexibility

Calibra “the worlds most aerodynamic coupe”
wins on interior room -
Unlike Probe, Calibra is a genuine four-seater with same size

load area as Probe
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Calibra range advantages

Four trim levels as opposed to fust two

' .2 oS
f @ A-wbheel drive model

Availability of automatic verstons

ivailability of bigh performance Turbo
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While Vauxhall's reputation for leading edge engine technology is widely accepted

both Probe engines have much 1o prove in th

the hgures show, it only compares with the Calibra

litle match tor Calibra’s ECOTEC unit. And if you're looking for a Probe to compete




Engine performance comparisons

Calibra  Probe  Calibra Calibra  Probe  Calibra
2.0 8v 2.0 16v  2.0i 16v 2.5V6 25V06 Turbo x4
Max power (PS) 115 “‘_t 136 170 165 204
Max torque (Nm) 170 170 185 227 212 250
Top speed (mph) 127 127 133 147 137 52
0-60 mph (secs) 10.0* 10.6 8.0 7.3 8.5 )4
*O-62Zmph)
Fuel consumption
Sim. urban driving 25.4 29.7 269 248 22.6 24.4
Constant S6mph .5 46.3 7.9 128 36.2 109
Constant 75mph 37.7 358 50.8 304 28.5 34.0

Calibra advantages vs Probe 16v

Calibra Sv bas better flexibility. Peak torque achieved at 2600mpm
compared with 4500rpm on Probe

Calibra Sv accelerates faster, reaching 0-62mpbh in 10 seconds

compared with Probe’s 10.6 seconds to fust GOmph

Calibra 16v beats Probe 160 in ¢ix ry performance measure,
with the new ECOTEC 136PS engine

Calibra Sv matches Probe 160 at a steady S6mph
/5

and beats it by 1.9mpg at a steady 75mph

Calibra V6 (manual) beats Probe V6 in all government fuel

consumption figures - 6.6mpg better at a constant ‘T(IH."{.-J'l

and 5.9mpg at a constant 75mph

Lower insurance rating

Calibra 8v— group 13, Calibra 16v - group 14, Probe 160~ group 16

Calibra V6 advantages vs Probe V6
.lfui‘c"[:a'_n.'“ 'y 170PS 1o 165P5
Higher peak torgue — 227Nm to 212Nm

Better flextbility - peak torque reached at 4200mpm
compared with Probe's 4800npm

Accelerates faster~ 1.2 seconds faster to 6O mph
Higher top speed — 147mpbh to 137mph

Same insurance rating

Calibra V6, Turbo 4x4 - group 17, Probe V6 - group 17




Who gets ta ken Given the constraints of modern automotive engine fing, it is no surprise that both Calibea
f .d 9 and Probe have transverse engines, front whe
or a riaez

| drive and five speed gearboxes (tho

Probe has no automatic option.) Of course, the

1 performance Calibra Turbo has both

a six speed gearbox and four-wheel drive s amething that Probe cannot even match

Power steering, strut-type fromt suspension and four-wheel dise brakes with ABS are

common 1o both cars and t

indGependent rear suspension differs only in det

Al
Ford do claim that Probe comes with “a form of passive rear wheel steer ng’, but this is /
litthe more than reduced toe-out under normal suspension movement. The press
comments below speak for themselves
What the press say about Probe -
-
can be fittery, noisy over poor surfaces lacks ultimate precision

and bandling poise’. Car.

fails to cope so well with town surfaces’. What Car?

it’s bandling was distinctly middie of the road ... on the motoru @y

there’s rather a lot of tyre bow! and body jigeling'. Top Gear.
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calibra safely Calibra incorporates so much of what Vauxhall has learned about vehicle safety over
R f t the years that it is undoubtedly one of the safest cars on the road today

While Ford continue to talk about Dynamic Safety Engincering (DSE), Calibra

undoubtedly leads Probe in this department

The only Probe safety plus is the passenger airbag, but without a bx xly-lock restraint
system this is needed all the more. A passenger airbag is optional on Calibra 8v and
16v models whilst standard on V6 and Turbo 4x4. The US-built Probe is the only
Ford model in the UK. 1o offer a driver's full-size airbag. The same size as those

already available across the Vauxhall range

Calibra safety advantages

® Twin side impact door bars over Probe’s single bar.
©® Use of front seat body-lock restraint system
® Safety reverse feature on electric windouws.

® Flectronic Traction Control (ETC) on Calibra V6

Calibra’s body-lock restraint system
cannot be matched by Probe

Calibra’s twin door bars




Calibra has the '
inside edge
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What the press say -

Probe

With two tall people in the ( i al ' {o

s What Car?

Calibra

. T % on accommodal mixiy

J L " ) (Dl f tin Probe and {§ Cd
iffairs of the opposition . Car.




Calibra interior

Probe interior




Calibra -
first for value

Price
comparison
(as at 29.04.94)

Ford have priced Probe very aggressively, mainly by slashing dealer margins to 5%.
The Probe 16v falls enticingly below the £16,000 mark, presumably to attract style-
conscious user-choosers, and the V6 model comes in at almost £900 cheaper than its
Calibra counterpart

Don't forget to compare like with like, on V6 for example, Calibra is only £320 more
expensive when specified with cloth trim to match Probe V6. To bring 16v Probe up 1o

Calibra 8v specification it is necessary 10 add the £1000 ‘Plus Pack’ which includes electric
sunroof, an RDS radio cassette and leather rim steering wheel. Metallic paint adds another

£220 1o Probe’s price. The supposedly cheap Probe 16v comes in at a far more realistic
£17.215 - not far off Calibra 16v, especially if you remember the extra 5% margin in
Calibra.

If we compare feature specifications Calibra again comes out on top, at the same time

showing Ford's preference for little used items - electric seat adjustment and cruise control

(optional on Probe 16v). Probe does have tilt steering, but its other advantages - engine
compartment light and luggage security net — are minor features.

Price range  Calibra Probe

£15,000 Probe 16v £15.995
£16,000 Calibea 2.04 £16.740

£17,000 Calibra 2.0i 16v (Lens cloth) £17.635

£18,000 Calibea 2,04 16v (Leather) £18,195 B’
£19.000  Calibra V6 2.5 24v (Lens cloth) £19.( Probe 24v £19.350

£20,000 Calibra V6 25i 24v (Leather) £20,230

£21,000 +  Calibea Turbo 4x4 2.0 (Lens coth) £22.215
Calibra Turbo 4x4 2.08 (Leather) £22,775

Calibra value advantages
® Metallic paint — £220 extra on Probe.
° l:‘ki‘fﬁcul[y operated sunroof - £375 extra on Probe 16v.

® Leather trim*— £595 on Probe V6
(L1000 if combined with air conditioning).

* This does naot include rear seats which are Jeather effect” vinyl.

Calibra equipment advantages

In addition to those mentioned above, all Calibra models offer the
following feature advantages over all Probe models,

® Passenger seat beight adjuster.
® Cabin pollen filter.
® Two extra audio speakers.
® Additional rear fog and reversing lamps
® Ouiside temperature display.
® Security deadlocks
In addition, Calibra V6 customers gain the following.
® Feated front seats (with leatber trim)

® Compact disc player

-




Calibra vs Probe

Summary

Better performance -
Calibra puts Probe in its place on performance, flexibility

and economy.

Practicality -

Ford's Probe can't come close to Calibra’s stylish practicality

Calibra's comprehensive safety features -
Single side impact door bars and no body lock restraint system

put Probe at a disadvantage.

Value -
Calibra’s extra value specification - price for price Calibra

scores over the Probe.

Price -
Probe’s dealer margin is just 5% and equipment levels are
inferior to Calibra.

Matching a car 1o its maker has always
been Ford's forte and Probe is no
exception. The car's looks, its price and its
advertising, will no doubt auract customers

cager o be seen in this newest Ford

Closer inspection, however reveals the true
story. The looks and the image are greater
than the substance behind them. And for
all the hype, Ford's Capri for the 90's" has
still got a lot 1o learn from Vauxhall's trend

setting Calibra
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